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DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. 32, s. 2026

CONDUCT OF THE DEPED-IPAO NATIONAL VISION SCREENING PROGRAM FOR
IDENTIFIED BENEFICIARY SCHOOLS IN PANDAN

To : Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Chief Education Supervisors, CID & SGOD
Public Schools District Supervisors
Elementary and Secondary School Heads
All Others Concerned

1. Pursuant to the partnership between the Department of Education and the
Integrated Philippine Association of Optometrists (IPAO), Inc., and in line with PhilHealth
Circular 2025-022, this Office announces the implementation of the National Vision
Screening Program in public schools. This initiative provides free optometric services
and prescription eyeglasses to children aged 5 to 15 years old.

2. Following a successful courtesy call and initial coordination meeting with the
IPAO ALSORCA Chapter last June 24, 2026, the official vision screening for identified
student-beneficiaries is scheduled to take place on July 8, 2026.

3. The program will simultaneously cater to the following identified beneficiary
schools in the municipality of Pandan:

a. Pandan Central Elementary School (A.M.)
b. Pandan School of Arts and Trades (P.M.)

4. Pursuant to the Guidelines on the Implementation of the Three-Term School
Calendar, all NDCM activities must be conducted strictly after class hours, during vacant
periods, or through integrated classroom-based approaches. This ensures the protection
of instructional time and avoids the disruption of regular teaching and learning activities

5. School Heads of Pandan CES and Pandan SAT, in close coordination with Ms.
Erma B. Pampanga, Nurse II, SDO Catanduanes designated focal person for Vision
Screening, are encouraged to extend full cooperation to ensure a smooth, organized, and
efficient screening process for all student-beneficiaries on the specified date.

6. For information, guidance, and compliance.

By Authority of the OIC-Schools Division Superintendent:

DELFIN A.'"BOND
Assistant Schools Division S rintendent
Officer-In-Charge

SGOD/ SocMobNet/ mbb
07/01/2026

Q San Roque, Virac, Catanduanes
¢, 052-8114036 / 09623505374
@ catanduanes@deped.gov.ph
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OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY FOR GOVERNANCE AND OPERATION

MEMORANDUM
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FOR :  REGIONAL DIRECTORS
SCHOOLS DIVISION SUPERINTENDENTS
PRINCIPALS/SCHOOL HEADS/TEACHERS-IN-CHARGE
SCHOOL HEALTH PERSONNEL
ALL OTHERS CONCERNED
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FROM : COLM S. GARMA
Undersecretary R
SUBJECT : ENDORSEMENTOF THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (DEPED) AND
THE INTEGRATED PHILIPPINE ASSOCIATION OF,
OPTOMETRISTS (IPAO), INC. TO DEPED REGIONAL AND
DIVISION OFFICES

DATE . January 20, 2026

In line with the successful launch of the National Vision Screening Program (NVSP)
in partnership with PhilHealth’s Yaman ng Kalusugan Program (YAKAP) last
December 17, 2025, the Department of Education (DepEd) hereby formally endorses
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between DepEd and the Integrated
Philippine Association of Optometrists (IPAO), Inc. to all Regional and Schodls
Division Offices. The MOU aims to ensure the provision of accessible, age-
appropriate, and quality optometric services to learners through school-based
interventions, pursuant to Republic Act No. 11358, otherwise known as the National
Vision Screening Act.

Learners who fail the vision screening shall be referred by the DepEd Regional and
Schools Division Offices to IPAO for comprehensive optometric services, including -
assessment and management of errors of refraction (EOR), binocular vision (BV)
anomalies, and eye diseases. To avail of free prescription eyeglasses, referred learners
are required to be registered members of PhilHealth.

In accordance with the MOU, IPAO may also provide assistance during school -based
vision screening activities. Such participation shall not, in any way, hinder or affect
the existing partnership between DepEd and the Philippine Eye Research Institute
(PERI), which covers the" training of Vision Screening Trainers and the
recommendation of appropriate vision screening tools and materials.
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All activities undertaken pursuant to the MOU shall support the objectives of the
National Vision Screening Program and shall be implemented in close coordination
with the concerned DepEd offices, subject to existing DepEd policies, guidelines, and
regulations.

All concerned DepEd offices are hereby directed to take note of this endorsement and
to extend the necessary support and coordination with IPAO to ensure the effective
and timely implementation of the activities stipulated in the Memorandum of
Understanding.

For questions or clarifications, you may contact Dr. Lilibeth P. Mirando-Gonzales,
Supervising Health Program Officer, OIC-School Health Division of BLSS - SHD
through email blss.shddeped.gov.ph. or landline 02 8632-9935.

For information, guidance, and appropriate action.
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