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July 23, 2026

DIVISION-MEMORANDUM
No. £2% s, 2026

DECLARATION OF THE 127E DAY Of JULY EVERY YEAR AS WEST PHILIPPINE
SEA VICTORY DAY IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF VIRAC CATANDUANES

To: Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Chief Education Supervisors (CID & SGOD)
Education Program Supervisors
Public Schools District Supervisors
Elementary and Secondary School Heads
All Other Concerned

1. In relation to Municipal Resolution No. 2026-07-437 declaring the 12t day
of July every year as “West Philippine Sea Victory Day” in the municipality of Virac
Catanduanes, this office through the Curriculum Implementation Division highly
encourage all schools to observe the commemoration of this memorable event.

2. This aims to honor a historic affirmation of the Philippines’ lawful maritime
rights and to promote a greater public understanding of the importance of the rule
of law, the peaceful settlement of disputes, and the responsible stewardship of the
nations maritime domain.

3. It also strengthens civic consciousness, patriotism, national unity and public
appreciation of the country’s maritime heritage while encouraging respect for
international law and the peaceful resolution of disputes.

4, Attached thereto is the copy of the Municipal Resolution No. 2026-07-437.

5. Immediate and wide dissemination of this memorandum is desired

MA. JEANY T. ABAYON
Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Officer-In-Charge
Office of the Schools Division Superintendent

CID/JIMF
7/23/2026
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EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 27™ REGULAR SESSION OF THE 22"° SANGGUNIANG BAYAN
OF VIRAC HELD AT THE SANGGUNIANG BAYAN SESSION HALL ON JULY 7, 2026

Present:

Hon. Lemuel P. Surtida -Municipal Vice-Mayor
(Presiding Officer) |~ Tt Ducion vt s |

Hon. Hazel C. Isidoro -SB Member ECORDS SECTION :
Hon. Fredeswindo A. Gianan, Jr. - SB Member R G*smali™ng FTOEm {
Hon. Anthony A. Arcilla - SB Member D% ton e bz B b rom B |
Hon. Angelo Piolo M. Laynes - SB Member BY: : n
Hon. Ariel G. Molina - SB Member D‘im JUH—E’@%@ e 5 i
Hon. Rafael C. Zuniega -SB Member . >’ <
Hon. Alexander S. Abundo -SB Member
Hon. Danilo A. Romero - Ex-Officio Member/Liga President
Hon. Lyle Benson R. Cabrera - Ex-Officio Member/SKMF President

Absent:
Hon. Joseph L. Mendoza - SB Member

(on Forced Leave)

MUNICIPAL RESOLUTION NO. 2026-07-437

DECLARING THE 12TH DAY OF JULY OF EVERY YEAR AS "WEST PHILIPPINE SEA VICTORY DAY" IN THE
MUNICIPALITY OF VIRAC, CATANDUANES, IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 12 JULY 2016 ARBITRAL
AWARD, AND ENCOURAGING APPROPRIATE COMMEMORATIVE, EDUCATIONAL, AND INFORMATION
ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THE PHILIPPINES' MARITIME RIGHTS, THE RULE OF
LAW, AND RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP OF THE NATION'S MARITIME DOMAIN.

- Proponent: Vice-Mayor Lemuel P. Surtida -

WHEREAS, on 12 July 2016, the Arbitral Tribunal constituted under the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) issued its Award in favor of the Republic of the
Philippines in the arbitration case against the People's Republic of China, affirming the country's
sovereign rights and maritime entitlements in the West Philippine Sea;

WHEREAS, the annual observance of West Philippine Sea Victory Day on 12 July commemorates
this landmark Arbitral Award, honoring a historic affirmation of the Philippines' lawful maritime rights
and promoting greater public understanding of the importance of the rule of law, the peaceful
settlement of disputes, and the responsible stewardship of the nation's maritime domain;

WHEREAS, the Sangguniang Bayan of Virac has previously manifested its commitment to
promoting public awareness, patriotism, and appreciation of the Philippines' maritime rights through
Municipal Resolution No. 2026-03-234, authorizing the Municipal Mayor to enter into a Memorandum
of Partnership Agreement (MOPA) with the 83rd Infantry (MATIKAS) Battalion, 9th Infantry (Spear)
Division, Philippine Army, for the presentation, airing, and dissemination of the Philippine Army's
approved Audio-Visual Presentation (AVP) and the West Philippine Sea Gallery in passenger terminals,
the public market, and other strategic public places within the Municipality of Virac;

WHEREAS, commemorating West Philippine Sea Victory Day provides an opportunity to
strengthen civic consciousness, patriotism, national unity, and public appreciation of the country's
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maritime heritage while encouraging respect for international law and the peaceful resolution of
disputes; :

NOW THEREFORE, on motion of Vice-Mayor Lemuel P. Surtida, duly seconded by other
members be it:

RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, to declare the 12th day of July of every year as "West
Philippine Sea Victory Day" in the Municipality of Virac, Catanduanes, in commemoration of the historic
July 12, 2016 Arbitral Award, and to encourage all concerned offices, educational institutions, civil
society organizations, and other stakeholders in the Municipality of Virac to undertake appropriate
commemorative, educational, and information activities that promote patriotism, national pride, public

awareness of the Philippines' maritime rights, respect for the rule of law, environmental stewardship,
and responsible citizenship.

RESOLVED FINALLY, that copies of this Resolution be furnished the Mayor’s Office, the
Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG), the Department of National Defense, the
Philippine Navy, the Philippine Coast Guard, the 83rd Infantry (MATIKAS) Battalion, 9th Infantry
(Spear) Division, Philippine Army, and all concerned agencies and offices for their information and
appropriate action.

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.

| HEREBY CERTIFY TO THE CORRECTNESS OF THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION.
r-l

=D

SUSAN B. ISIDORO
Secretary to the Sangguniang Bayan

ATTESTED:

LYLE BENSON R. CABRERA
Ex-Officio Member/SKMF President
(Temporary Presiding Officer)

(Proponent)

APPROVED:

Municipal Resolubion No. 2026-07-457
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