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August 4, 2026

DIVISION MEMORANDUM
No. €77 . s. 2026

INCLUSION OF SCHOOL SPORTS CLUB COMPETITION FOR THE 2026
PROVINCIAL ATHLETIC MEET

To:  Assistant Schools Division Superintendent
Chief Education Supervisors
Education Program Supervisors
Public Schools District Supervisors
Elementary and Secondary School Heads
School Sports Coordinators
All Others Concerned

1. In preparation for the participation of the Province of Catanduanes to the 2027
Palarong Bicol, the Schools Division Office of Catanduanes shall implement new
scheme in the conduct of the 2026 Provincial Athletic Meet this coming December,
2026. The activity is in accordance with Palarong Pambansa Act of 2013 which states
that: “It is the policy of the State to promote physical education and encourage sports
programs, league competitions and amateur sports, including training for international
competitions, to foster self-discipline, teamwork and excellence for the development of
a healthy and alert citizenry through the institutionalization of the Palarong Pambansa
as the country’s premier national sporting event”.

2. Stated also in Deped Order No. 22, s. 2025 re: Policy Guidelines on the
Institutionalization of School Sports Club in Public Schools that “School Sports Club
foster holistic development by promoting physical health, enhancing social skills,
instilling discipline, and encouraging teamwork and leadership. The School Sports
Club (SSC) serves as an extension of formal learning and a supplement to classroom
lessons by providing fun and engaging sporting activities that align with students’
abilities, interests, competencies, and advocacies”.

3. During the 2026 Provincial Athletic Meet, specific sports events shall be
classified into two categories:

Category I — School Sports Club Competition - this category is intended to
promote grassroots sports development, encourage wider participation among
learners, and strengthen school-based sports programs thru specific sports event.

Category II - Palaro Competition - this category shall consist of sports
events identified as priority disciplines for higher-level competitions. These events
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shall serve as the official selection competitions for athletes who will represent the
Schools Division to Palarong Bicol up to Palarong Pambansa.

4. The implementation of the new scheme aims to:

a. Prioritize the training and development of athletes competing in priority
sports disciplines;

b. Provide adequate preparation, coaching, and exposure for selected athletes
to represent the Division in the Palarong Bicol and Palarong Pambansa;

c. Continue promoting broad participation in sports through school sports
club competitions while maintaining a focused athlete development
program for competitive events; and

d. Enhance the overall performance of the Schools Division in Regional and
National athletic competitions.

S. Sports events under Category I and Category II were classified based on the
Schools Division's performance and results during the previous Palarong Bicol.
Priority shall be given to sports disciplines with demonstrated competitiveness and
greater potential for success in competitions. The official list of sports event under
each category is attached as enclosure.

6. Winners under Category I (School Sports Club Competition) shall be
recognized as champions of their respective events but they shall not advance to the
Regional Meet while winners under Category II (Palaro Competition) shall qualify to
represent the Division in the Palarong Bicol and other higher-level competitions,
subject to existing palaro policies and eligibility requirements.

7. This Memorandum shall take effect immediately upon issuance and shall
remain in force for the conduct of the 2026 Provincial Meet and subsequent related

qualifying activities unless amended or repealed by a later issuance.

8. Immediate dissemination of and strict compliance with this Memorandum are
desired.

MA. JE T. ABAYON, Ed.
Assistant Schools Division Superint¢hdent
OIC, Office of the Schools Division Superintendent
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Enclosure to Division Memorandum No. _¥72-, s. 2026

LIST OF SPORTS EVENTS UNDER CATEGORY I & II

Category I (School Sports Club
Competition)

Category II (Palaro Competition)

1. Arnis Elem. Boys & Girls 1. Archery (Qualifying Time Standard)
2. Badminton Elem. & Sec. Boys & Girls | 2. Athletics (Qualifying Time Standard)
3. Baseball Elem. Boys 3. Swimming (Qualifying Time

Standard)

. Billiards Sec. Boys & Girls

. Arnis Sec. Boys & Girls

. Basketball Elem. Boys

. Basketball Sec. Boys (5x5)

. Basketball Sec. Girls

. Basketball Sec. Boys & Girls (3x3)

. Futsal Elem. Girls

. Baseball Sec. Boys

. Football Elem. Boys

. Boxing Sec. Boys
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. Football Sec. Boys & Girls
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. Chess Elem & Sec. Boys & Girls

10. Gymnastics Elem. & Sec. (MAG,
WAG, RG)

10. Dancesports (Elem & Sec. Boys &
Girls)

11. Gymnastics Elem (Aero)

11. Futsal Sec. Girls

12. Table Tennis Elem & Sec. Boys &
Girls

12. Gymnastics Sec. Boys & Girls (Aero)

13. Tackwondo Elem. Boys & Girls

13. Pencak Silat Sec. Boys & Girls

14. Volleyball Elem. & Sec. Boys & Girls

14. Sepak Takraw Elem. & Sec. Boys &
Girls

15. Wrestling Sec. Boys & Girls

15. Softball Elem. & Sec. Girls

16. Wushu Sec. Boys & Girls

16. Taekwondo Sec. Boys & Girls

17. Tennis Elem. & Sec. Boys & Girls

18. Weightlifting Sec. Boys & Girls

19. Para-Games
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